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Gerald Howard attended the wake and funeral:

And then Patti Smith got up, her star power dialed down, and told a simple funny story
about her first encounter with Jim, who had proceeded to recite for her a long section of
Whitman from memory until he ... nodded ... off ... for about half an hour. Patti, "because
I was a polite girl," sat there patiently until Jim awoke, and then he picked up exactly
where he'd left off. This perfect vignette perfectly delivered, Patti turned to the casket,
laid her hand on it gently, and and said, "Jim, when you get up there, say hello to Allen,
and to William, and to Gregory, and to Herbert [as in Ginsberg, Burroughs, Corso, and
Huncke]. And to all our friends." That's when we all cried.
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